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POLICE — MANDURAH 
Grievance 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [9.07 am]: I rise this morning to raise a grievance on behalf of my community 
about crime and police numbers in Mandurah. At the outset, I would like to thank the Minister for Police for taking 
my grievance this morning. I had not intended to make one until I heard the minister’s response to the member for 
Murray–Wellington’s grievance just last week on almost the same issue. 
Members in this place may be aware of a front-page article in the Mandurah Mail on the community’s concerns 
about the reduction of police numbers in the Peel region. The article, published at the end of last month, is titled 
in part “Officers down:” and cited that there will be a reduction in the overall number of police in Mandurah as 
a result of the operational restructure from 2 July. As part of this article, questions were specifically put to 
WA Police Force about the police numbers days before the article went to print and was published online. When 
specifically asked about the number of police being cut, there was no denial and, of concern, there was 
confirmation that there would be a shift away. There was nothing but obfuscation when specific questions were 
asked about the number of officers who would be moved away. Some quotes from that article of 31May that show 
the sneaky language used when these questions were put are as follows — 

“Mandurah Police Station has been provided resources that are considered appropriate to meet demand.” 
The article also states — 

“Some of the policing sub-districts within the Mandurah District have had new boundary alignments and 
resource allocations to this district have been considered based on current demand,” … 

The article was published and it should not be any surprise that after this sort of language was used, the issue blew 
up across Mandurah. More than 25 000 people engaged with my Facebook post, let alone the other digital content 
out there. More than 325 people went online to my website and signed a petition calling on the Minister for Police 
to reverse what I think is a dangerous reduction of police numbers in Mandurah. Members of the public who went 
online were also asked for their comments on this reduction. From my notes, I will quote some of those people. 
This comment came from Rod in Dudley Park — 

It is apparent that Mandurah could well do with a 25% increase in police let alone a reduction, a reduction 
would be disastrous for our town, not too mention the strain & drain on the remaining police. 

Susan in Falcon wrote — 
Ms Roberts the Mandurah Police were depleted on your last watch. Let’s not go there again, the 
population has increased again by half, the Mandurah station covers a massive area, nearest stations south 
are Waroona and Australind, should be opening another station not reducing staff 

Peter from Halls Head wrote — 
With the overwhelming evidence supporting an increase in Mandurah Police numbers, it is wrong of you 
both — 

The Minister for Police and Premier — 
to reduce those numbers. I have had occasion on more than one instance, to contact the police over the 
last five years. Even with present staffing levels I have not been able to obtain assistance soon enough. 
Please reconsider this short sighted proposal. 

I could not agree with those comments more. 
So it should come as no surprise that after that article was published online and in print, the issue blew up, and all 
of a sudden the language from the government changed. The minister and members of this place came out denying 
that there would be any cuts, despite not making any such assurances when the questions were initially put to them 
prior to the article going to print. That was also contrary to the fact that I had been approached by a number of 
officers from Mandurah Police Station who confirmed that there would be a reduction in officer numbers there. 
I suspect that what people in my community feared has happened. Although the overall number of officers may 
now stay the same, perhaps as a result of the minister’s intervention, the mix of teams may be altered as a result 
of the reduction of police funding and subsequent operational restructure by this government. The media again 
tried to get answers in relation to this because the community remained concerned because there has been so little 
leadership on this issue. In fact, there has been nothing but what I believe is a cover-up employed by the minister 
after this blew up in her face. It blew up because Mandurah will not continue to let this government cut important 
and vital resources from our community. We saw it with Peel Health Campus and the fact that the front door of 
Falcon fire station was non-operational for more than a year, and we saw it with more than $300 000 being cut 
from the Halls Head College budget and the lack of road funding for our community. 
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I use this grievance this morning to seek three very specific responses on three very specific questions from the 
minister. Firstly, if we are not losing officers, why was that information not provided to the media when the 
minister was initially asked, and only suggested after this blew up in the government’s face? Secondly, I seek 
assurances that there will be an increase in police officers at Mandurah Police Station, in line with the rapid 
population growth in our community. Thirdly, will the ratio—that is, the mix of police officers—remain the same? 
The community needs an assurance from the minister here and now that the response team size will remain the 
same, that the investigation team size will remain the same, and that there will not be a reduction in Mandurah 
detectives. Those questions remain unanswered, and we are none the wiser following the minister’s response to 
the member for Murray–Wellington’s grievance last week. We remain completely unaware of what is going on in 
our community. Thousands of people no longer trust this government to look after Mandurah. We saw it with 
Peel Health Campus, and we are seeing it again with Mandurah Police Station. Thousands of people are concerned 
about the reduction in police numbers, and I think we deserve better. I hope, rather than using her response for 
a political grandstanding effort, the minister will answer those three very specific questions. 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [9.13 am]: I thank the member for the grievance 
because it again gives me the opportunity to reassure the people of Mandurah and Dawesville that there will be no 
reduction in police in their area. It seems that they have a person in the member for Dawesville who wants to do 
nothing but scaremonger. He wants to scare people about crime; he wants to suggest that there will be fewer police. 
That is the beat-up he conducted via the Mandurah Mail a couple of weeks ago. He took some bits of information, 
cobbled them together and managed to get a front page out of it that did not reflect the truth. He then put it on his 
Facebook or Twitter or social media, and said to everybody in his district and his electorate—quite irresponsibly, 
I might add—that somehow there will be fewer police officers in the region. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. That information was misleading. 
Of course, if someone puts on social media and out in the public domain that there will be massive cuts to police 
in the area, people will say, “That’s not right. We want more. We’d like to see 25 per cent more police officers, 
not 25 per cent fewer”, or whatever figure he used in his beat-up. He then went from some scare campaign into 
some massive conspiracy campaign that somehow this crisis that did not exist has now somehow been 
surreptitiously resolved by me interfering. Firstly, it did not exist; and, secondly, there was no need at all for me 
to interfere. The fact of the matter is that very soon after that very misleading article, then Acting Commissioner 
Stephen Brown spoke on 6PR—I think was a couple of weeks ago—and in my notes I have a few quotes from 
what then Acting Commissioner Brown, now deputy commissioner, said. He said — 

As of 2 July this year, the number of police officers in police stations across the Perth metropolitan area 
will increase. 

He also said — 
As of 2 July this year, there will be a substantial increase of local police officers based at the 
Mandurah Police Station. 

He went on to say— 
Mandurah is a 24-hour police station; one of the largest of the nine 24-hour police stations. 

This has been some kind of crazy beat-up. There was no interference from me. The fact of the matter is that what 
the member for Dawesville played upon here is the fact that, generally, under successive governments of all 
persuasions—mainly for the security of police officers working at stations—actual individual stations numbers are 
not given out. The smaller stations are more vulnerable in this circumstance, because basically to give these 
numbers gives the bad guys a heads-up. What has traditionally happened in this state is that overall district numbers 
have been given. But an assurance came, hot on the heels of that article, from then Acting Commissioner Brown 
that not only was there not a decrease, but instead an increase. But that did not deter the scaremongering, really 
shocking campaign to engender fear in his own community by the member for Dawesville. 
Additionally, his grievance today also shows a complete lack of faith in our new Commissioner of Police, 
Mr Dawson—someone who is implementing a model to, basically, fix up some of the mess left by the last Liberal 
government. The former government had divided the metropolitan area into only four districts, and Mandurah 
actually lost its district status. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Exactly! Under your government, mate! Under your government! 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, minister. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: You did nothing about it! The former Minister for Police didn’t do anything about it, 
despite me going and saying everything. You guys wouldn’t listen! 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Excuse me. Leader of the House! Leader of the House. Leader of the House — 

Mr D.A. Templeman: We got our district back! You should be supporting it! You don’t support it! 
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.C. Blayney): If you ignore my instructions to stop interjecting like that again, 
I will leave the chair. Okay? I cannot stand here and yell at you for a minute and not have anyone respond. Thank 
you, minister. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Thank you. 

I think confusion arose in that news article because of what was called the “current model”. The current model is 
the model that now exists. The current model is the model that exists prior to 2 July. Mandurah will be one of the 
first two districts that moves on to the new model. I think perhaps where the journalist may have been mistaken, 
or misled by the member for Dawesville, or indeed by the response the WA Police Force gave, is the reference to 
the “current model” is what exists here and now today. The current model was left to us by the former government. 
The new model is in fact what we will move on to from 2 July onwards. Mandurah will be one of the first two 
districts to move on to the new model, and I expect most metropolitan districts to be on the new model by mid-July. 
When it comes to crime in Mandurah, I thought members might be interested in finding out what a great job our 
police officers are doing. In Mandurah, year to date 2016–17, compared with 2017–18, assaults are down by 
12 per cent, burglaries are down by 19 per cent, car thefts are down by 37 per cent — 

Tabling of Paper 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The minister appears to be quoting from an official document and I ask her to table it. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.C. Blayney): Minister, are you quoting from an official document? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: No. These are some notes that I made from the police statistics page, so they are available 
on the police website — 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Sorry, minister, can you wait a second, please, while I confer with the Clerk. 

Minister, I will ask you, after you have finished, if you will print out the document that you are referring to on 
your phone, and I will have a look at it and decide whether it should be tabled. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Sorry? I am not printing out my personal notes. That is an outrageous request. Can I just 
respond? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: No; sorry. If your notes were on paper, that would be how I think we would resolve 
this issue. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: The alternative is — 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Are you going to ask members of this house to print out their texts and personal notes? 
This is a very new place to go. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: We are not supposed to have a discussion like this. The alternative is you can bring 
the phone up here and I can have a look at it now. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I will bring the phone up at the end and you can look at it at the end, if that suits you. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: It appears the minister is questioning your ruling. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister, I will accept that you bring the phone up here when you have completed 
your reply and I will make a determination then. Thank you. Carry on. 

Grievance Resumed 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Thank you. I will print out the notes for you because I am just beyond having an argument 
about it. It is rather pathetic that the member for Dawesville has tried to interrupt because he does not want to hear 
that there are actually good things happening in his area. He is all fear and doom and scaremongering. When 
I quoted that crime in Mandurah has gone down, he is not happy with that. 

The fact of the matter is that in particular suburbs around the Mandurah region, crime has gone down significantly. 
In Greenfields, crime has gone down by 13 per cent; in Meadow Springs, it has gone down 11 per cent; in 
Parklands, it has gone down 59 per cent; in Madora Bay, it has gone down 11 per cent; and in Coodanup, it has 
gone down by 27 per cent. This member has a lot to learn. He should stop scaremongering in the community. The 
Commissioner of Police has rolled out an excellent new model. He should be congratulating the Commissioner of 
Police and his local police for the great job that they are doing. 
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